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Dear ladies and gentlemen, dear friends of Cardinal Van Thuân, 

 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you today to the second forum of Cardinal Van 

Thuân since September 2019. We are practically fully booked – a wonderful success that 

also underlines the relevance of the ‘Paths of Hope’ today. The event, organised by the 

Cellite Sisters‘ ‚Paths of Hope‘ Foundation and the Catholic Educational Institute Cologne, 

is also intended as a contribution to the Holy Year 2025 under the motto ‘Pilgrims of 

Hope’. 

 

I would particularly like to welcome Cardinal Van Thuân's youngest sister Elizabeth and her 

husband Christian, who made the journey all the way from Canada to be here today. 

 

The programme has been put together with a great deal of effort and dedication by 

Deacon Jens Freiwald – a big thank you to him at this point. You can see today's speakers in 

the programme: Good morning to Dr Hubertus Blaumeiser and Dr Werner Höbsch. 

 

Why are the Cellite Sisters of St. Mary so committed to Cardinal Van Thuân? Let me take a 

look back at the past.  

 

In the summer of 1957, the young Vietnamese chaplain François Xavier Nguyên Van Thuân 

came to Hürth-Fischenich near Cologne for the first time to visit the temporary mother 

house of the Cellite Sisters. He was doing his doctorate in Rome and wanted to learn about 

German language and culture. The sisters warmly welcomed the linguistically gifted and 

inquisitive doctoral student, who replaced the chaplain od the mother house during his 

summer holidays. His way of being soon led to a close bond with the nuns, especially with 

the future Mother Superior, Sister M. Julitta. She taught him daily, and the clergyman 

visited the sisters repeatedly during his trips to Rome. He celebrated Holy Mass with them 

and shared his pastoral thoughts with them. 

 

In 1975, a year after his last visit to the mother house and his appointment as coadjutor 

archbishop of Saigon, the sisters received the news of his imprisonment. It was not until 

1979 that they received a personal sign of life from him, but with the beginning of his 

isolation and re-education detention in Hanoi, contact was broken off again.  

 

In January 1989, the welcome news of Archbishop Van Thuân's release finally reached 

Cologne. Personal contact, which had been interrupted for so long, was resumed. The 

archbishop now visited the sisters in Cologne almost every year, and telephone calls and 

letters were exchanged between Rome, Sydney and Cologne. During his stay in the summer 

of 2001, the clergyman, who had since been elevated to cardinal, expressed his deep 

attachment to the Cologne sisters with his entry in the guest book: ‘I am the Cardinal of 

Fischenich and the Cardinal oft he Cellite Sisters.’ (Population of Fischenich: 4,900!!) 

 



Even after the cardinal's death on 16 September 2002, the close connection to his family, 

especially his sister Elizabeth, remained. Together with her, the idea arose to establish a 

memorial site in the Cologne mother house here in Cologne-Longerich. She gave the sisters 

some of her brother's personal belongings, including the symbolic cross he crafted during 

his imprisonment. Adding the gifts that the Cardinal gave to the sisters during his visits, a 

Cardinal Van Thuân meeting place was created, which provides insights into the biography 

and spiritual legacy of this special personality. I can only recommend – if you have not 

already done so this morning – that you take a look at the permanent exhibition co-created 

by the ‘Allhorns‘, the Allhorn family. 

 

In order to continue Cardinal Van Thuân's spiritual legacy, the Foundation of the Cellite 

Sisters of St. Mary established a new foundation in 2019: 

Named in memory of the cardinal, the ‘Stiftung Hoffnungswege’ - i.e. ‚Paths of Hope 

Foundation‘ - has, among other things, the express purpose of promoting public and 

ecclesiastical remembrance of him, for example through a wide variety of events, such as 

the Cologne Forum of Cardinal Van Thuân, and through publications. 

 

Even though around 50 years have passed since Cardinal Van Thuân wrote ‚Paths of Hope‘, 

it is still highly relevant today.  

 

The book was written in 1975 during the first months of his imprisonment, when he was 

under house arrest in Cay Vong, in a rectory. He wrote concise, hopeful messages on the 

backs of old calendar pages, which were smuggled out of prison by a boy. By the end of 

1975, a complete manuscript was available, which was reproduced in a small edition and 

secretly distributed among Catholics in Vietnam. Eventually, the book made its way out of 

the country and was published in many languages over the years. 

 

The German publication of 1993, entitled ‘Hoffnungswege’ (Paths of Hope), has been out 

of print for several years. Based on the foundation's purpose and referring to its name, 

‘Hoffnungswege’ (Paths of Hope), what could be more fitting than to republish the 

cardinal's best-known work in German? That is exactly what Stephanie Habeth-Allhorn has 

done. We have copies of the work, freshly printed,  and intend to distribute these to the 

participants at the end of the forum. 

 

As the ‚Paths of Hope Foundation‘, it is particularly important to us to carry on the legacy 

of Cardinal Van Thuân and the sisters in their spirit – today's forum and the newly 

published book are a perfect fit for this. 

 

I wish us all a contemplative and hopeful 2nd Forum in memory of Cardinal Van Thuân, 

with many inspiring ideas. 

 

Welcome! 

 

Dr Klaus Tiedeken 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Paths of Hope Foundation 


